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MINUTES 


. OF THE 


Twentieth Annual Session 
OF THE 


LEAF RIVER ASSOCIATION 


HELD WITH 


Sand Hill Baptist Church 


Green County 
October 15, 16 and 17, 1910. 


OFFICERS: 
N. R. KEETON, Moderator.............-.-- Leakesville, 
E. E. ROBERTS, Clerk ‘ R 1 Richton, 
J. C. ROBERTS, Treasurer 


—_— 


ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Elder P. G. Hillman................ 

Elder J. P. Griffin 

Elder Alexander Breeland 

Elder A. W. Morgan . 

Fiber: BB. LE. cciccee cocsenconacecsecscees 0s . McLain, 
—Elder E. W. McLendon Richton, 
—Elder W. J. Peters..........-:.ccseeessreeeeerees Lucedale, 


“* 


LICENIATES : 


C. W. Harvison, E. E. Roberts, Jas. W. Beard, Mance 
Ball and Luther Turner. ' 











PROCEEDINGS. 


: Richton, Miss., October 15th, 1910. 
The Leaf River Baptist Association met this day in 

her 20th session with Sand: Hill Baptist Church. A 
The body was called to order by Rev. J. E. Johnson, 

t he Moderator (Brother R. W. Brooks) not being present. 
By vote of the body brother E. W. McLendon preach- 

ed the Introductory Sermon, using as a text Col. 1:9. The 

preaching was well done and heartily received by a large 
and attentive congregation. 
The acting Moderator appointed W. J. Peters and J. 

A Davis as reading clerks; and S. R. Breland, J. F. Brewer 

and A. G. Brown as finance committee; alts! the deacons 

of Sand Hill church as preaching as 
Letters from the churches ‘were then read and follow- 
ing named delegates enrolled: 

‘NAMES OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES. 
Fellowship~ C. P. Smith, J. E. Coaker, J. E. Kittrell. 
Sweetwater—-W. R: Keeton, J. D. Turner, Osborn 

Turner. 

Seminary —C. M.. Hinton. 

Sand Hill—J. W. Wade, R. L. Walley. E. E. Roberts. 
Mt. Pisgah—J. A. Davis, Albert Davis, Luke Lott. 
Washington—Charles Hillman. 

Lucedale— Robert Dickens, W. J. Peters, Jno Parker. 
Macedonia—H. D. Smith, S. C. Brannan. 
Richton—E. W. McLendon, A. G. Brown, J. E. 

Johnson. 

Cedar Grove—S. R. Breland, E. W. L. Davis, G. W. 

Smith. 
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Rocky Creek—C. E. Davis, M. M. Harvard, C. S. 
Mallett. : 
Pleasant Hill—Luther Turner, J. F. Brewer, A. Js 
Bradley 
Kittrell- Heury Prine. 
New Hope— Leander Cowart, L. L. Vice. 
Buffin's Chapel—T. P. Finch, J. Beavers, Chas. 
Pierce. ‘ 
By motion the body went into the election of officers, 
which resulted as follows: 
_ Moderator, N. R. Keeton; Assistant Moderator, W. J. 
Peters: Clerk, E. E. Roberts; Treasurer, J. C. Roberts. 
Upou call for visiting meubers and corresponding 
messengers, the following named answered and were given 
seats in the Association: A. J. Creed, Tallahala Associa- 
tion, and E. E.-Calahaa, Central Association, Kan. 
2 The appointmcnt of committees was ‘announced .as 
follows: 
Sunday Schools—N. R. Keeton, Albert Davis, R. L. 
Walley; J. W. Wade. 
Missions— J. A. Davis, Chas. Hillman, W. J. Peters. 
Sustentation—C. P. Smith, S. R. Breland, Robert 
Dickens. , 
Queries and Requests Alex Ball, H. D. Smith, Luke 
Lott. 
State of Religion-/S. C. Brannan, A. G. Brown, J. 
E. Johnson. 
Orphanage—E. W. F. Davis, Luther Turner, C. E. 
Davis, J. L. Brewer. . 
Periodicals and Publications—E. W. McLendon, A, 
J. Bradley, Leander Cowart, L. L. Vice. 
Temperance—P. B. Green, T. P. Finch, E. W. Mc- 
Lendon, J. L Brown, M. M. Havard. 
Education and Clarké# Memgrial College—J. D. Turn: 
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er, W. j. Peters, Charlie Pierce, J. E. Johnson, C S. Mal- 
lett, G. W. Smith. . ; 

Brethren agreed to as corresponding messengers to 
sister associations as follow 

Macedonia—E. W. L. Davis, J. A. Davis, Albert 
Davis. 

Bay Springs J. L. Beaver, C. E. Davis. 

Tallahala — Luther Turner, J. L. Beaver, T. P. Finch. 

Messengers to the General Association are as follows; 
W. J. Peters, Alex Walley,-Luther Turner, Charles Hill- 
man, Alex Ball, R. L. Walley, J. F. Brewer, C. M. Hin- 
ton, N. R. Keeton, C. E. Davis, L. L. Vice, Charlie 
Pierce, E. E. Roberts 

Report on Périodicals and Publications received and 
after the subject was discussed by E. W. McLendon, E. E. 
Callahan and W. J. Peters. It was adopted as follows: 

REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 

We, your Committee on Publications, beg leave to re- 
“port as follows — 

The importance of the right kind of reading matter in 
the growth and development of Christian character can be 
over estimated. The great part of our information and 
knowledge is acquired through the printed page. We 
therefore recommend the Holy Scriptures first of all. 

Let the pastors see to it that every family has a copy 
of God's word. We recommend the Mississtrrp1 BAPTIST 
published at Newton, Miss., the Home Field at ‘Atlanta, 
Ga., price 35 cents, The Foreign Mission Journal, at 
Richmond, Va., price 35 cents, and+the Sunday School 

' Publications of the Sunday School at Nashville, Tenn. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. W.,MCLENDOon, 
A. J. BRADLEY, 
L. L. VIcE. 
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SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 


The body was called to order at 7:30, a. m. devo- 
tional exercises conducted by the Moderator. 

Report on Sunday Schools was read end ably discuss- 
ed N. R. Keeton, A. J. Creed, and W. J. Peters, after 
which it was adopted as follows: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RKEPORT:< 

We, your committee on Sunday Schools, beg leave to 
report church should have a Sunday ‘ School, and that ev- 
ery member should go and take their children with them to 
teach them the Word of God and ‘‘train them up in the 
way they should go and they will not depart from it when 
they are old.”’ 

We believe that parents should teach their children 
the dangers of the Wicked one, and to flee from the very 
appearance of evil. We believe that the Southern Baptist 
series literature should be used in our Sunday Schools. 

Respectfully submitted, 
N. R. KEETON, 
ALBERT DAVIS, 
J. W. WADE, 
R. L WALLEY. 

At 11:30 a.m. brother W. J. Peters preached to a 
large and attentive congregation, after which a public col- 
lection was taken up for associational mission amounting 


_ to $14.25. 


An intermission was taken for refreshment, after 
which Rev. S. B. Culpepper, president of Clarke Memorial 
College, made a strong appeal to the Association in the in- 
terest of Christian Education and Clarke Memorial College, 
after which a collection was taken for the college which 
amounted to $75. 

Adjourned to meet at 8 a. m. tomorrow. 


‘t+ 
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THIRD DAY'S SESSION. 


The body met pusuant to adjournment. 
A Scriptures lesson was read by the Moderator; pray- 
er by Rev. A. J. Creed. 
Letter from Kittrell church was received and dele- 
gate enrolled. 
Motion prevailed to have the articles of faith reinstated 
in our minutes. J 
Rev. S. B. Culpepper was with us as corresponding mes- 
senger from Bay Springs Association and President of 
Clarke Memorial College ; 
Brother J. E. Curry: from the Lebanon Association 
and Brother W. T. Smith from Tallahala Association 
The report on Education and Clarke Memorial College 
was read, and after discussion by Rev. S. B. Culpeppper, 
N.R. Keeton and J. E. Curry, was adopted as follows 


REPORT ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

We, your committee on Christian Education beg 
leave to submit the following: By Christian Education 
we mean the-education that trains the head to think, the 
hand to act and the heart to sympathize. An education 
that does not reach the whole man falls short of the ideal 
of the Master. . 

In the point of schools for Christian Education. Bap- 
tists have been slower than any others. to realize that we 
ought to educate our own children in our own schools. 
We are by far the strongest dénomination in Mississipp!, 
but we have fewer schools than either the Methodists or 
Presbyterians. The Presbyterians with a membership of 
less than 30,000 in Mississippi, have more schools than 
Baptists; and the Methodists with a memberships of less 
than 80,000 have more schools than the Baptists. While 
the Campbellite who have less than 5,000 members in the 








7 


State, have also one of the best equipped schools in all the 
land, and they are supporting it magnificently. 


Brethren, we have the whole truth and let us see to it 
that the Gospel we preach, the Gospel of the freedom of 
the human conscience is told church and school in every 
city, town and rural hamlet in this great State of ours. 

The Baptists only own two schools, Mississippi 
College at Clinton, Miss., and Clarke Memorial College, 

‘at Newton, Miss. 

In Mississippi College, the grand old College of many 
years of gracious history and yet more gracious future, 
there are about 300 young men; while at Clarke Memorial 
College nearly 100 miles to the east of her we have nearly 
200 boys and girls, 

Where are the thousands of Baptist boys and girls? 
Your committee believes that we, asa denomination, are 
letting some one else do for us what we ought to for our- 
selves. But someone asks: ‘‘Does it pay to build schools for 
denominational education?’’ ‘‘What will Clarke Memorial 
College ever give back to us for the money we have put 
into it?’’ Yes, already we are bringing to the denomina- 
tion men and women of the strongest’ type for your money 
that you have put into this great and gracious work. The 
reaping thus far has been in individuals; later it will be in 
groups, and by and by it will be in masses. Truly God 
is making of this. great school a great power house to 
hasten the coming of the kingdom. 

We would urge every chnrch .and member of this As- 
sociation to nerve themselves for this mighty movement. 

May we make the enlargement that is so much needed 
We would urgé@our Baptists to stand by our institutions 
in patronage, in prayer and in contributions. 

We can not close this report without mentioning the 
young preachers. In Mississippi College we have more 
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than 60 young men who are preparing to preach 
the unsearchable riches that saves men and nations; while 
in Clarke Memorial College we have more than 20. These 
all need help and need it badly. Your committee would 
urge that our people stand by these young preachers in 
prayers and suppert 

‘ J. D. TURNER, 

J W.. J PETERS, 

CHARLIE PIERCE. 


° ~~ 
The report on the Orphanage was read and after dis- 
cussion by S. B. Culpepper and and EW = McLendon, it 
was adopted as follows: * 

pted as ows 4 
REPORT ON ORPHAN SGI 


‘ 
We, your committtee on Orphanage, beg leave to re- 


port as follows: In our last information of the number 
of fatherless and motherless children in the home at Jack- ~ 
son. Miss., we find about 200 who are almost dependent 
on the Baptists of the State. The home is located in the 
suburbs of the city of Jackson. We think that we should 
rally to their support mre liberally ip the future than we 
have in the past. Your committee recommend and urge 
this work in our churches, Sunday Schools and Associations. 
Pray God's blessings upon every fatherless and moth 
erless child in the world, especially those in our Home at 
Jackson, always remembering their guardian, brother J 
R. Carter in all of your prayers : 
Respectfully-submitted, 
E. W. L. Davis, ‘ 
LUTHER TURNER, 
C. E. Davis, 
J] F. BREWER. 
An offering was made for the benefit of the Orphans’ 
Home which amounted to $18.55. 


e- 
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Wade churchagreed to give $15 and New, Hope 
church $10 to the Orphans’ Home to help pay off its in- 
debtedness. ; 

Report on Missions was read and the subject spoken 
on by J. A. Davis, E. W. McLendon, W. J Peters and J. 
E. Curry, after which it was adopted as follows: 


\ [REPORT ON MISSIONS. 


We, your committee on Missions, beg leave to report 
as follows: ‘ \ 

We find that missions is a duty God's people owe, and 
is to be continued until the world ends. {We find in 
Matthew 24:14: ‘‘And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall come the end."’ 

Luke 24:47, 48, ‘‘And that repentance and that re- 
missién of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem, and ye are witnesses of 
these things.’’ 

So brethren,’ we feel the great need of the gospel being 
preached in its purity. The mission of Christ into the 
world was to seek and to save that which was lost; hence, 
God’s people should have the same love for the salvation 
of souls. So we think that we realize the great need of 
doing this work after the regular New Testament order, 
Therefore we leave it where our Savior placed it; with the 
churches. These may cooperate ‘through associations to 
propagate the gospel, but they may not formulate any 
plan or system insubordinate to the governmen of the 
church and the exclusion of the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, for the Holy Spirit resides with the churches for 
the purpose of guiding the work of Christ. We believe 
the work of missions should be prosecuted on the home 
field until there is no place about us without the Gospel: 
also that we keep open a way for all to contribute to for- 








eign mission that desire. Hence, we should not withhold ' 
our means. but should give cheerfully to that end, and 
support the objects according to our several abilities. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. Davis 
W. J. PETERS 
CHARLIE HILILMAN 


Report on Temperance received and the subject d 


cussed by S. B. Culpepper, E. W. McLendon and N..R 


Keeton, after which it was adopted as follows 


is 


REPORT ON TEMPERANCI 

We. your committee on’ Temperance beg leave to re 
port as follows 

We are glad to report that interest in) prohibit on ts 
still increasing. The open saloon no longer exists in our 
State and many of the southern states. Still we must rot 
rest on our oars; the blind tiger exists in many places and 
deals out whiskey in violation of law and to the ruin of 
many of our boys and young.nten Therefore, we recom- 
mend that’the churches of. this Association have 
their pastors to preach on the evils of intemperance and 
blind tigers at least once a year 

We further recommend that we give our support and 
influence to our courts in bringing to justice criminals 

We further recommend that we support for office only 


such men as are above reproach, and who will use their 
best efforts to aid in bringing to justice and punishing 
blind tigers 

We also recommend that we do not give aid to such 
criminals, and use our influence and endeavor to keep our 
neighbor from aiding same by going on bonds, etc. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. W. MCLENDON 


‘ M. M. HAvarp, 
F. P. Fincn. 
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By motion, the body adjourned for dinner. 

The house was called to order at 1:30 p. m, 

The report on State of Religion was read and adopted 
as follows: 


REPORT ON STATE OF RELIGION. 


We, your committee on State of Religion, beg leave 
to submit the following. . 

We note the State of Religion in this Association ac- 
cording to the reports from the churches is much better 
than was reported last year. Most of our churches show 
increase itt membership; some it is true do not. 

Most of our churches report Sunday Schools. We 
recommend and urge that each church organize a Sunday 
School and that the pastors on ‘their return home put 
for their best efforts for a revival in their churches and in 
the Sunday School work, that at the next meeting of this 
Association we may report the best year's work for the 
Master in its history. 

Brethren, let us not leave all the work for the pastor 
todo. It is our duty to put forth our every effort to 
bring about a great revival in our churches. The church 
should and must cooperate with the pastor and not leave 
all the work for him to do. 

Respectfully submitted, 
‘ S. C. BRANNAN, 
A. G. Brown, 
J. E. Jonnson. 


The report on Sustentation was read and the subject 
discussed by G. W. Smith, N. R. Keeton, J. E. Curry 
and W. T. Smith, after which it was adopted as follows: 

REPORT ON SUSTENTATION. 


We, your committee on Sustentation beg leave to 
submit the following report: 
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Our old and worn out ministers who have spent their 


lives in the “service of God, should not be neglected in 
their old age. We find that in this Association there are 
two old ministers who are in need of help. They are P. 
G. Hillman of Neely, Miss., and J. P Griffin, of Pearce 
Alahama. 

Your committee, by inveStigation, find that Brother 
Griffin especially is inneed of help. He is about cighty 
two years of age and has been entirely blind for the past 
five years, and wholly dependent upon his aged wife to 
look after and care for him. 

Brother Hillman we find is in his eighties; however 
still able to get out and preach some, but is in need of 
help. We therefore recommend and urge that each church 
in this Association take active steps, and at least once 
some time this year take up a collection for those old 
brothers’ relief. 

C. P. SMitu, 
S. R. BRELAND, 
ROBERT S. DICKIN. 


Report on Queries and Requests read and adopted as 
follows: 

REPORT ON QUERIES AND REQUESTS. 

We, your committee on Queries and Requests, submit 
the following report, 

We find no Queries. We find several Requests from 
churches for the next session of the Association to convene 
with them. We recommend Richton church as being in 
our judgment the proper place for the next session of this 
body. 

We find one church requesting a letter of dismission, 
viz: Mt. Pisgah. 
Respectfully submitted, 
FE. M. BALL, 
UKE Lorr. 
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An order was passed to have the clerk of this Associa- 
tion furnish the clerks of the churches that compose this 
body, with blank forms of associational letters and to 
draw on the treasury for same. 
A resolution was passed to have four tables printed in 
our minutes, viz: % 
STATISTICAL TABLE 
FINANCIAL TABLE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TABLE 
HISTORICAL TABLE 
The Treasurer's report received and adopted as 
follows: 


TREASUREF’S REPORT. 


Balance on hand, 1909........ ut aceaea en alecuueckor sens eeee: $17.45 
Received from the Association, 1909 ...................5. 54.85 
TP ORMY cn. <2ocsosaeaseeidive an aie sesso ntobaaensieaaeceass $72.30 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Paid Clerks fee 1909.......0. 0 ccc c ccc cece eceeceee seeeseseee $15 00 
Paid Treasurer's fee 1909............ cc. ccccecceeeeeeg cence 5.00 
Paid for printing minutes...... ..............ceeeeee elec ee ee 20.00 
Paid out for postage OMG) CRC CSG «6 6 55's vind eecesevccssieese 3.65 
TWIN 50.008 Ghdic8 vasa ssbaiocschustaiessanacasetaseeoeT as $43.65 
Balance on hand, October, 1910... .............. $28.65 


J. C. RoBerts, Treasurer. 
MISSION REPORT. 
Amount on hand 1909.2... ...5......6 00 ec ceeeeeeeeeeee B 9.95 


Received from church 1909...............-..eceeeeceeeeeees 26.00 
Sunday collection (association) 1909.............. 0... 33.78 
Received from Board January, 1910................s000. 18.65 
Received from Board May, 1910 ..............ccceeeeeees 50.00 
Missionary collection 1910.................cccceseeeeeeees 14.60 

PIED ois. 6 soe los vw co ce ekees adoaten oxtbinwasdaccese Salon $153.03 


? i 
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2. DISRURSEMENTS. 

Paid to W. J.’ Peters, October, 1909 $ 19.95 
‘ Paid to W. J. Peters, November, ‘1909 10.12 
Paid to W. J. Peters, January, 1910 43 88 
Paid to W. ‘f. Peters, May, 1910 : 78.01 
Total < .. $151.06 
Balance on han& October, 1910 bectoedgici@ivOr 
; Received and forwarded for Foreign Missions.........$ 5200 
Received and forwarded for Foreign Orphanage.... 25.39 

i J. C. Roperts, Treasurer. 


Report of Finance committee Fead and adopted. 
FINANCE. 
We vour committee om Finance beg leave to report re- 


ceipts as follows. 


Associational purposes nasachipaecse $43.00 
Home Missions Tes que 11.30 
Foreign Mission.........-...- oie da West 4.50 
Sunday collection for Home Missions ..... Ps 14.25 
For Orphanage.... seaees ctneg venews 18.55 

Total bia as ns wd eg cteakusnke Ceessedereesn $91.75 


&. G. Brown, 
S. R. BRELAND, 
J. F. BREWER. 

The Executive Board was appointed by the Moderator 
and approved by of the body. See list of names on another 
page. 3 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1. Resolved that the Clerk of this Association be al- 
lowed $15 for his services, and that he be ordered to get out 
500 copies of minutes} and that the Treasurer be allowed 
$5 for his service. ° 
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2. Resolved, That Moderator be requested to appoint 
chairmen for all the standing. cammittees for the next 
session of this Association, aud have their naines appear in 
this minute. 

3. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Association 
in view of the fact that we have for three days enjoyed the 
abundant hospitality of the people of Sand Hil] church 
and community, that we extend tlie good people here our 
heartfelt thanks for the kind consideration of our comfort 
and welfare while here in their midst. 

By appointment of the Modcrator, brother J. E. Curry 
is to preach the Introductory Sermon at the next session 
of this Association, and brother W. J. Peters his alternate. 

By motion the body adjourned to meet with Richton 
Baptist church on Saturday before the third Sunday in 
October, 19:1. 

N. R. KEETON, Leakesville, Miss., Moderator. 
EK. E. ROBERTS, -Richton, R. D. 1, Miss., Clerk. 


CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES. 
Sunday Schools —N. R. Keeton 
Missions E. W. McLendon 
Sustentation— E. E. Roberts 
Queries and Requests—J. L. Beavers 
State of Religion— Jno. D. Turner 
Orphanage W. J. Peters 
Periodicals and Publication—A. R. Shoemaker 
Temperance—J. A. Davis 
Education and Clarke Memorial Colllege—C. 

E. Anding 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Sweetwater—Jno. D. Turner 


Leakesville—J. E. Miller 
Pisgah—J. A. Davis 
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Lucedale -W. J. Peters 
Rocky Creek—C. E. Davis 
New Hope —J. L. Cockroft 
Macedonia--P. M. Davis 
McLain--W. C. Roberts 

\ Sand Hill--J. C Roberts 
Fellowship —C. P. Smith 
iCedar Grove - P. E. James 
Sincerity— Alex Miller 
Bufkin'’s Chapel—J. L. Beaver 
Beaumont— B. C. Martin 
Seminary—D. M. Hinton 
Richton—-J. E. Johnson 
Merrill—J. C. Dorsett 
Pleasant Hill--D. C. Turner 
Kittrell—Henry Prine 
Washington—Alex Ball 
Fair Hope—W. F. Lott 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE 1. This Association shall be called the 
Leaf River Association of Missionary Baptists. 

Art. 2. The objects of this Association shall be to 
carry out our Lord's command, viz: ‘Go ye therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you, and Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.’’ And especially to pro- 
mote the Sunday School cause, to encourage a deeper in- 
terest in our denominational schools and literature; to en- 
courage temperance; to use our best efforts to preach the 
Gospel to the destitute within our bounds, and to further 
any and all worthy benevolent enterprises. 

Art. 3. The membership of this body shall consist 
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of messengers elected annually by the churches belonging 
to this Association. . 

Art. 4. This Association shall meet annually ata 
time and place. decided upon at the preceeding meeting. 


Art. 5. It shall be the duty of each church belong- 
ing to this body, to elect and send annually three messen- 
gers, together with a letter containing such information as 
may be required to make up intelligent tables of statistics. 


Art. 6. The officers of this Association shall be a 
Moderator, an Assistant Moderator, a Clerk a Treasurer, 
who shall be eleeted annually by ballot, and shall hold 
their office till their successors are elected: whose duties 
shall be as devolve upon such officers. . 

Art. 7. There shall be a Mission Board consisting of 
one member from each church belonging to this Associa- 
tion, such members to be appointed annually by the Mod- 
erator, and approved by the Association. 4 

Art. 8. This Board shall meet. while the Associa- 
tion isin session and elect its own chairman and secretary, 
and attend to any other business that may be necessary, 
and shall hold its meetings regularly thereafter on Satur- 
dav before the fifth Sunday during the vear This Board 
shall have power to transact all business relating to the 
objects for which this Association stands Five or more 
shall be considered a quorum to transa t_business at any 
_regular meeting “ 

Arr. 9. This Association shall never exercise any 
ecclesiastical authority whatever over the churches. 

Art. 10. Corresponding messengers from other As- 
socidtions and Conventions of Missionary Baptists and all 
brethren who may be invited to seats with us are entitled 
to all the privileges of the Association except to vote. 

Art. 11. Before the close of the ,.meeting of the 


Association the Moderater shall appoint a principal and 
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alternate to preach the Introductory Sermon at the next 
meeting. 

Art. 12. All questions. coming before the Associa- 
tion shall be decided by a majority vote, except that it 
shall require a two-thirds vote to exclude a church, or 
alter the constitution or articles of Faith: and any such al- 
ternations shall be made only after one year's-notice there- 
of has been given, it being definitely understood that 
Article 1 shall ever remain in full force. 

Art. 13. Every church belonging to this Associa- 
tion, is expected to contribute regularly to the work of 
this Associatioa, the contributing church or individual 
having the right to specify the object to which the contri- 
bution should be applied. 

Art. 14. Every sitting of this Association - shall be 
opened and closed with prayer. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible, written by men 

divinely inspired, and full of unmixed truth is a perfect 
- rule of faith and practice. 

2. We believe in one God—Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 

3. We believe that man, once holy, fell by voluntary 
transgression from that happy state and is now utterly 
void of holiness. 

4. We believe that sinners are saved by grace alone. 

5. We believe that men are justified by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. We believe that salvation is free to all who will 
accept the Gospel. . 

7. We believe that except a man be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit, he is not qualified or prepaid for the kingdom 
of Christ on earth or to enjoy his glory hereafter. 

8. We belicve that repeutance toward God and faith 


~ 
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in the Lord Jesus Christ are duties of every one who hears 
the Gospel. 

9. We believe that election is the eternal purpose of 
God, by which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and 
saves sinners. 

10. We believe that santification, begun in regenera- 
tion, and ever progressive, is the process by which we are 
made to partake of God's holiness. 

11. We believe in the preservation of the saints; tha: 
they are kept by the power of God through faith unto- 
salvation. 

12. We believe that God's law is the only, the etern- 

al 4nd unchangeable rule of his church and moral gov- 
ernment. 
. 13. We believe that a church of Christ is a congrega- 
tion of baptized believers, united in the faith an fellow- 
ship of the Gospel, observing the ordinances and obeying 
the laws of Christ and that its officers are pastors and 
deacons. 

14. We believe that Christian *aptism is the im- 
mersion of a believer, in water, by a properly qualified ad- 
ministrator, into the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 

15. We believe that only such as have been properly 
baptized and received in the fellowship of a regularly of- 
ganized Baptist church, should partake of the Lord's Sup- 
per. 

16. We believe that the Lord's day or Christian 
Sabbath should be observed and sacredly devoted to re- 
ligiolus services. 

17. We believe that civil government is of divine 
appointment, and that the governors of states and nations 
shonld be obeyed, when the laws they seek to enforce are 


not in conflict with the Gosyiel. 
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18. We believe in the future resurrection of the dead. 

19. We believe in the final judgment; and that in 
that day, the righteous, and wicked will be separated 
forever. 

20. We believe that the righteous.will be made hap- 
py forever in heaven, and the wicked miserable forever in 


hell. 
GOSPEL ORDER 


1: We believe that a visible church of Christ isa 
congregation of faithful persons who have given them- 
selves to the Lord, and to oneanother in brotherly covenant 
to keep a Goc ly discipline agreeable to the New Testament. 

2. We believe that Jesus Christ is the only law-giver 
of his church and is equally the right and privilege of each 
member thereof. 

3. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper 
are gospel ordinances, appointed. by Jesus Christ, and are 
to be continued in his church until his #econd coming. 

4+. We believe that immersion only is baptism, and 
that believers in Christ are the only proper sypbjects 
5. We believe that nothing but‘regularly baptized 
member have the right to partake of the Lord's Supper. 

6. We believe it isthe duty and privilege of all be- 
lieverst6 make a public confession of their faith, to sub- 
mit to the ordinances of the gospel, dnd to give themselves 
as members of the visible church. 

7. We believe it to be the duty of every church to 
expel from its commission every member that is immoral in 
conduct, or that. holds doctrine contrary to the Scriptures. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. This Bsociation shall be composed of delegates 
chosen by the churches to which they respectively belong, 
and shall be styled the Leaf River Baptist Association. 

2. Such delegates shall be members in good standing, 
and no member under church censure shall be allowed a 
seat in the Association. 

3. They shall produce letters certifying to their ap- 
pointment by their respective churches. and stating the 
Lune. baplided, received Ly lever, restored, dismissed 
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21 
by letter, excommunicated and deceased during the pre- 
ceding associational year, with the total number of fellow- 
ship, and such other statistical matter as the Association 
may direct. ; 

4. This“Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk 
and Treasurer,who shall be chosen annually by a majority 
of the members present, said Moderator, Clerk and Treas- 
urer shall be elected by ballot and shall fill their respective 
places, if present at the preceding Association, until .a new 
election takes place, and while in office shall discharge the 
duties ordinarily incident to those offices 

5. If new churches desire’ to be admitted into this 
Association, they shall petition by letter and delegate, and 
if orthodox and orderly shall be received, and the Moder- 
ator shall recognize them by giving their delegates the 
right hand of fellowship in behalf of the body. 

6. Each church shall have three delegates and no 
more, who shall be entitled to seats in the body and to vote. 

All ministers of the same faith and order are invited 
to sit with us, and toaid us in counsel 
7. This Association shall neither answer nor debate 
any query on gospel doctrine, except It be to merely ex- 
plain the articles of faith of this Association. ; 

8. Every motion made and seconded shall be reduced 
to writing if requested by any member, and shall be con- 
sidered by the Association except it be withdrawn by the 
mover before discussion. 

9. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded in the 
minutes unless so ordered at the time. 

10. Ifany pr position or motion under debate con- 
tains two or more points, it shall be divided at the request 
of any member, and the vote taken on each point sep- 


arately. ” 

11. Only one member shall speak at a time, who 
‘shall rise from his seat and address the Moderator. He 
shall confine himself to the subject properly in debate, 
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cast no reflection on the Association or any member there- 


of, and shall not be interrupted while speaking 
12. No person shall speak more than three times on 


any subject without leave of the Association. 

,. 13. ' The Moderator shall have thé privilege of spgak 
ing on any subject in debate, the chair being previously 
filled. He shall rise from his seat and put the question to 
the body. : 

14. The Moderator shall decide questions of order, 
but appeal from such decision may be taken to the whole 


body which shall decide without debate 

15. A majority of the members present shall be nec 
essary to carry any motion oF proposition, and the Moder 
ator shall vote as other members when the vote !s taken. 

16. Committees shall be nominated by the Moderator, 
subject to the approval of the Association 

17. There shall be no talking or whispering while a 
brother is speaking 

18. No brother shall finally depart from the Associa- 
tion without leave of the body 


19. The names ot the delegates shall be enrolled by 


the Clerk and called over when nkcessarry. 

»), The minutes shall be read, carefully corrected 
and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Assocta- 
tron arises 

21. A motion: for final adjournment shall be con- 
strued to involve the previous reading and adjustment of 
the minutes , 

22. The Association shall be opened and cl sed with 
prayer. 

23. Immediately after the organization of the Asso-¢ 
ciation the Rules of Order shall be read from the chair. 

24. The foregoing shall be subject to alteration or 
amendment at any regular meeting of the Association. 
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